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REASONS Humbly offered by the Six-Clerks of the 


Court of Chancery, to Repeal or Explain the Latter Part of a 
Clauſe, in an ACt of the laſt Seſſtons of Parliament, made for the 
Amendment of the Law, and the better Advancement of Juſtice. 


The Former Part of the Clauſe 1s this ; 


« = H A T no Copy, Abſtra&, or Tenor of any Bill in Equity, do go 
p wy the Dedimus or Commiſſion for taking the Defendant's 
* Anlwer, 
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The Latter Part 1s this ; 


* But in Lieu and Recompence thereof, the Sworn-Clerks of the Court of Chan- 
** cery, ſhall take to their owh Uſe, in all Cauſes, the whole Termly Fee of 3 s. 4. d. 
<* and alſo the whole Fee or Fees of all ſmall Writs, made by the Sworn-Clerks. 

The Fee for the Tenor of the Bill, did belong to the Six-Clerks, as appeared 
by Preſentment 40 E/:z. which, Anno 16335, among other Increaſe of Allowance, 
they gave to their Under-Clerks, mm Conſideration of their Faithful Dealing with 
the Suitors, and the Records of the Court. But the Under-Clerks inſtead of their 
Fair Dealing with the Suitors, have by grofly abuſing That which was of Admi- 
rable Uſe in its tirſt Inſtitution, oft deſervedly loſt the. Advantage of that Fee. 
And therefore, no Reaſon they ſhould have a Recompence. 

But ſuppoſe, (what cannot be Proved) that it is Reaſonable, That the Under- 
Clerks ſhould have a Recompence, why ſhould the Equivalent be taken out of the 
dtx-Clerks Pocket ? 


1. The Six-Clerks never did Inſure the Tenor to the Under-Clerks : 

2. Nor did they ever Inſure againſt the Under-Clerks Forfeiture, or Abuſe of it : 

3. Neither have they contrabuted any thing to the taking of 1t away : | 

4. The Six-Clerks have an undoubted Right, and Freehold im their Offices and 
Fees belonging to 1t for their Laves : 

5. The Under-Clerks might as juſtly have pitch'd upon the Office, Poſſeſſion or Pro 
perty of any other Subject, to have made up their Recompence as the Six-Clerks. 


The $1x-Clerks moſt Humbly Repreſent, 'That they are ready to make Oath, 
that none of them ſince their Admiſſion into their Offices, have made 700 /. per 
Annum one Year with another. And that their Expences in executing their Ofhces, 
1s near 200 /. per Annum each. 

The Under-Clerks have made it out more fully than any Thing they attempted, 
That the Latter Part of the Recompencing Clauſe, takes from each Six-Clerk 400 /. 
per Anmnum ;, ſo that the Six-Clerks are (tript of their Livelyhood, without any 
Fault aſhigned againſt them. 

The Six-Clerks further Humbly inſiſt, That from the ,Jime of their Admiſſion 
into their Offices, they are Intituled to all Fees, Perquifites, Profits, and other le- 
eal Rights their Predeceſflors formerly enjoyed, (and that under a far ſtronger Title, 
than their Under-Clerks can pretend to have by the Ordinance of 1668) which 
they have no ways Forfeited. 

Their Application to the Buſineſs and Duty of their Places, have inturely divert- 
ed their Intentions from any other Means of Livelyhood, They have moſt of them 
Families, who Depend upon them as their only Support. Marriages have been En- 
courag'd-upon the viſible Credit and Income of theſe Places z and it 1s very Evident, 
if this Clauſe ſtands, That the Six Clerks and their Families, without the Aid and 

Aſliſtance of this Honourable Houſe, muſt unavoidably Suffer, and be reduced to 


Poverty. | 
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Poverty. 


Therefore it is moſt Humbly Submitted, 
Whether the Glauſe is not fit to be Repealed or Explain'd ? Or whether the 
Six-Clerks ſhall not be repair'd {ome other Way ? The 
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The Six-Clerks beg Leave to ſhow to this Honourable Houſe, what will 
be an exa&t Kecompence for the Under-Clerks Loſs of the Tenor of 


the Bill, if they are to have a Recompence. 


or MN” 8 The Under-Clerks proved by Mr. Nichols, l. "En 
6g CG H A T the Under-Clerks Loſs in Dedimus Cauſes, amounts 
OO = to 20 5, computing Bills in Chancery, one with another, ao OO _ ..©0 
Unler - Clerks, 4© Sheets 
Ne tarbay Note, The Under-Clerk was at the Charge of ingrofing the 
the Committee Nedimus-Bill, for which he paid 1 d. per Sheet, which for 40 Sheets 
h was 3 5. 4 d. beſides the Parchment, which at the leaſt came to 8 d, p50 oz co 
which added to the 3 s. 4 d. makes the Charge to the Under- 
Clerk in each Dedimus Caule. 
Dedudt the 4. 5. out of the 20 5s. there remains a clear Loſs to the F 
Under-Clerk of NS. uy 
The Exact Recompence for the Vnder-Clerks Loſs ariſes thus ; 
Edie Cauſes (7. e. Country-Cauſes) one with another, are 
not ended under lefs than $1x Terms; and, if fo, then the Six- F00 12 oo 
Clerks Fee for Six Terms amounts to in each Cauſe 
The Six-Clerks Fee for the Dedimus in each Cauſe was CO O4 © 
Which makes up an Exa@ Recompence, being CO 16 ©o 


So that the Advantage ariſing by the Clauſe doth infinitely exceed the Loſs, ſince 
thereby the Plaintiffs Under-Clerk in Dedimus Cauſes ; And the Plaintiffs and 
Defendants Under-Clerks in all other Cauſes (wherein they receive no Loſs) are 


intituled tothe whole Termly-Fee, and alfo the Fees of all ſmall Writs. 
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